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2. 1analyzed the technobureaucratic nature of Latin American new militarism
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sobre o Brasil,” Dados 5, no. 3 (July-Sept. 1982).

11. Nevertheless, as Bolivar Lamounier observes, it is incorrect to consider
the 1974 elections as a “big accident” that triggered abertura. In fact, the
government had already perceived the erosion of its legitimacy, and “the election
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from a new perception of political, ethical, and economic factors. Politically, it
is necessary to retain and recapture the loyalty of the masses . . . ethically,
there is an increasing perception of the absurd contrast between the conspicuous
consumption of certain elites and abject poverty . . . economically, continuous
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